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Cricket on Chorleywood Common
 

Cricket has been played on Chorleywood Common for nearly 200 years.  The Cricket Club believes that most residents of Chorleywood would wish this to continue.  Not only does it form an intrinsic part of the character of the village, but it is very much a shop window for all who approach Chorleywood on the main road.  Happily, cricket continues to thrive, not only through five senior sides, but importantly, through the seven youth teams which play and practice there during the summer season.
 


However, the Cricket Club has now reached a point where several urgent matters need to be addressed:-
 1     Balls rolling and flying into the road giving risks of personal injury and vehicular damage with consequential third party claims against the Club.  This is an increasing problem as the road becomes busier.
2      The need for a new pavilion -- the present temporary building was erected 40 years ago and is well past its sell-by date.  
The Club must have a "whole" solution, as these matters are inter-related.  It would be irresponsible to replace the present pavilion until the road problem is resolved. If this does not happen, the Club’s continued presence on the Common is in jeopardy.  Assuming the proposed solution (see below) is successful, and then a decision is made to proceed with the construction of a new pavilion, this will clearly be an expensive operation. The Club would hope to obtain some financial help from outside bodies, but a substantial amount would have to be found locally.

Having taken into consideration various possibilities in connection with point 1, it has been decided that the most viable option is to build a low bund (a small embankment) around that part of the playing boundary that is closest to the road.  This would stop balls rolling into the road, reducing the possibility of players, particularly children in the many youth teams, putting themselves in a dangerous position.  In combination with the bund there is a need to protect passing traffic from lofted drives and this is to be accommodated by a temporary protective screen that will be present only during the playing season.  Both of these proposals have been discussed at length and in detail with members of the Parish Council who have been supportive. 
The Club is currently examining the position of the underground services along the roadside verge in order to ensure that, in the construction of the bund and screen, there is no interference with existing services. The Club will shortly be making a formal proposal to the Parish Council and to the planners at Three Rivers District Council, having already been in consultation with senior representatives of both bodies. The approval of DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) will also be required.  It is hoped for the work to be put in hand before next spring, in time for the start of the new season in 2007. Assessment of the effectiveness will be made during next summer before committing to replacing the old pavilion.

The Club wishes to continue playing on the Common. As already has been mentioned, it has a long history playing there stretching back to the 1820s and probably before. Most weekends in the season the senior sides play five games, and many of the approximately 150 under-15 colts play weekday junior league games, from the age of 9 upwards.  Through this, the Club has helped to compensate for the huge gap that exists in the provision of children’s cricket particularly in state schools, most of which no longer offer competitive cricket as an option. These activities can be witnessed when one sees the large numbers involved in organized practice games on the Common on Sunday mornings between May and July.  The Cricket Club believes that it makes a substantial and useful contribution to the community in this respect.  It also pays for the maintenance of a sizeable area of grass, which is used by Christ Church School and the general public.
Cricket on the Common at Chorleywood is part of the local heritage.  The Club wants to keep it that way, and believes that the residents of Chorleywood feel the same.  Any help and support that you are able to give towards the proposed project would be much appreciated.  This can be done by contacting the Club Secretary:- Owen Edis, Chorleywood Cricket Club, 17 Greenbury Close, Chorleywood, Herts WD3 5QT.


Denys Downing – President, Chorleywood Cricket Club
October 06






